INTRODUCTION
Many clinical and experimental studies related to the neurobiological analysis of memory have focused on the cholinergic systems (e.g., Bartus, Dean, Beer, & Lippa, 1982; Decker & McGaugh, 1991; Miranda & Bermudez-Rattoni, 1999; Prado-Alcalá, Fernández-Ruiz, & Quirarte, 1993) . One line of research has centered on the possible involvement of the striatal cholinergic system in cognitive processes, and it has been found that acetylcholine (ACh) is essential for acquisition, storage, and retrieval of learned information (e.g., Giordano, Salado-Castillo, Sánchez-Alavez, & Prado-Alcalá, 1998; Neill & Grossman, 1970; Prado-Alcalá, 1995; Sandberg, Sanberg, Hannin, Fisher, & Coyle, 1984) .
